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1. KSL: An Overview

Kathmandu School of Law, established in 2000 AD, an affiliated college of Purbanchal University, is
a community-based, non-profit academic institution that upholds its unrestrained commitment for a
pragmatic, research-based and community responsive legal cum justice education in the country. It
was conceptualized within the ambit of non-profit movement dedicated to serve the need of an
academically sound and functionally feasible justice education in Nepal. Hence, just within two
decades, it has not just shaped legal education in the nation with its innovative courses and teaching
pedagogies but also widened the scope of law developing quality legal professionals.

Since its inception, it is persistently serving the aspirations of students and scholars with diverse
backgrounds. Being candid in expression, it has brought about a paradigm shift in the field of legal
education with its state-of-the-art approaches including clinical and community outreach programs
in the curricula and research-based teaching methodology. Thus, it heralds a new beginning in the
less-trodden field of legal education in terms of its motive, approach, quality and international
standing. It envisions fostering the institution as the center of excellence worth capable to contribute
to the positive transformation of the nation into a functional democracy based on rule of law,
human rights and good governance. Mission of KSL is to promote Justice through enhanced legal
education for social engineering and value-based professionalism.

2. Objectives

Among many, some of objectives of KSL are as follows...

1) To provide a conducive educational platform where law students build on empirical method of
learning legal concepts and skills in an interdisciplinary approach.

2) To develop legal professionals that are able to cater to the socio-economic and development
needs of disenfranchised people in particular.

3) To shape the legal landscape of Nepal where international standards are given due respect and
enforcement.

4) To endow law students with the expertise and exposure to represent the cases of national
interests in the international setting.

3. Activity

Activity conducted, which is briefed in this report, was a seminar on Op-ed writing targeted and
attended by the students of BA LB 2™ year. The session mainly focused on how to write and what
to write while opting on Op-ed for Medias. Students got a good chunk of ideas on does and don’ts
while writing any article. They were briefed on how writing is to be developed.



4. Program Schedule

Kathmandu School of Law
Suryabinayak-4, Dadhikot

Bagmati Province
Nepal

Seminar

Date: 26" Jestha, 2079, Thursday / 9" June, 2022.
Time: 11:00 AM -1:00 PM and 2:45 PM to 4:45 PM
Venue: College Conference Hall, Administrative Block

Participants: Second Year Students

Theme: Op-Ed Writing

MC: Miss Vidhya Sedai

SN | Activity Responsible Person Session I Session 11
1 Attention Call MC 11:00 2:45
Special Acknowledgement for Presence of Faculties

2 Highlighting ~ the Program | MC 11:05 2:50
Objective

3 Introducing  the Resource | Anjana Ghimire 11:10 2:55
Person

4 Session Resource Person 11:15 3:00

5 Question & Answer if any Participants 12:30 4:15

Thank You
Research Department




5. Activity Highlights

Seminar- ‘Op-ed Writing’
The seminar held on 26" Jestha, 2079 (9" June, 2022) was focused on the students of BALLB 2™
year. The overall seminar was divided into two sessions observing the number of participants for the
seminar. The resource person for the seminar was writer Mr. Mahabir Paudyal. He is commentator
and editor associated with Nepal Live Today. As mentioned above the major objective of the
seminar was to make the students acquainted with notion of what op-ed writing is and what basic
norms are to be followed while writing any article or any of the articles as such. Students were
further briefed on how writing is to be enhanced and what are the prime does and don’ts while

writing.

The seminar was hosted by Vidhya Sedai and a short introduction of the speaker was given by Asst.

Prof. Gaurb KC, Member of Research Department.

Mr. Poudyal began the session on why do we write and how should we write. Going ahead, he
floored with the idea that writing in a broader sense is something important to communicate, cause
for which we need to stand up and advocate and which is not common among academics as
excepted. ‘But writing does not come in its own; we need to get inspired to write, out of passion,
recommendations’, he remarked. Sometimes we write out of pressure. Before writing, we should
know how to read: reading people’s mind, psychology, personality, reading the situation, things
happening around us. Conscious/purposeful reading (in one specific topic, how the newspaper
presents the news, how the headline is written or is the paper bias or not, reading different
newspapers of different days on the same topic to get the idea of how the news is being presented)
makes a lot of sense for it. Reading of a book, article research paper will contribute a lot in the

course. Writing cannot come in vacuum, there must be some contents.

Poudyal also continued the session giving ideas on how to being writing with simple notes on:

We can begin with anecdote
We can begin with story

We can begin with a quotation
We can begin with data

o O 0O O ©O

We can begin with cases



o We can begin with introduction of a topic
o We can begin with claim in the first paragraph

He also reflected on the Skills of Persuasion advising the participants to bring facts, to bring

evidence, to know audience, to research both sides, to give strong conclusion, to ask for peer review,
to apply editing on the first-come thoughts (ideas). Grammar alone does not amount to editing-
editing of ideas and thoughts and proofreading are basic factors to be considered.

Also gave a tentative idea on what an outline is? And focused on how the first draft of the writing

can never be the final writing.

Regarding the op-ed containing legal issues, they must be written in easily understandable way. The op-ed in
legal issues basically should contain the way how laws are formed, the discussion on the legal provisions along
with their implication, whether or not the existing functioning of law is up to the mark, or even the impact of

laws and their implication in the society as he further explained.

While writing an op-ed and choosing the topic for op-ed, one must not be heavily diplomatic in terms of
expressing one's idea because it won't communicate plainly. Moreover, it must be written as per othet's
convenience for the clarity to the commoners and the writings should not be against what is restricted and
which may incite chaos. Furthermore, op-ed must contain factual and correct ideas with positive arguments,

most preferably.

The session was concluded with the questions floored by students and the questions being
addressed.



6. Conclusion

The overall seminar was a successful completion with the participation of all the students and they
learnt many useful tips from it. Students were hugely benefitted of the learning opportunities.

7. Key Observation

Research Department should make such seminars quite intensive and for a bit long hours so
students can even practice and present as much as they could do.



